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This large area of 125 blocks or more slopes

gradually from northwest to southeast. It is
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what might be termed the "melting pot of
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the West" and is the nearest approach to a
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slum district in San Francisco. It has a
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highly congested population consisting of
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Japanese, Russians, Mexicans, Negroes, etc.
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b having a very low income level. In the
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concentration of Japanese in the City, and

Negroes predominate in its northwest
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section. The southern part is much less
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affected by the racial situation which has
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been described, and has many of the
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qualities of Area D-4. The area is
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approximately 100% built-up and has a
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population density estimated to run up to as
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high as 100,000 to the square mile. The

percentage of owner-occupied is very low,

and vacancies are numerous with an average
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of over 10%. About 50% of the area is zoned
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second-residential, the balance being given
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over to the business and light industry.
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There are very few single-family residences
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in the area, and they are invariably very old.
The area is well provided with schools,

transportation facilities, and recreational

areas. Only one mortgagee institution was

found who would even consider residential

loans in this neighborhood, and they will
only consider applications on the basis of

i

land value. A standard six-room house in

this area would probably have sold for
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$42501in1929, $2740 in 1933, and is
currently selling for $3500. The same home
would have rented for $40 in 1929, $25 in

1933, and $32.50 now.
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Special thanks to Ben Zotto
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AERIAL PHOTO OF THE WESTERN ADIDITION, EARLY 1970S

PHOTA VIA FOUNDSF.ORG
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“The presence in the Western Addition Dis-
trict of a high proportion of negro and foreign
born families presents a special problem....

I

“
ST i In view of the characteristically low income
= b of colored and foreign-born families, only a
ARY g | relatively small proportion of them may be

expected to occupy quarters in the new de-
| velopment.” - Mel Scott, Western Addition
{ District Redevelopment Study, 1947
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I—Raphael Weill Elementary Schoo B fen-story apartments—T'ype A
2—nursery school g : o B
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= existing buildings M ten-story apartments—Type €

\ Design for better living: sitesplan of the Jefferson Square Neighborhood, showing new and old huildings.,

JORDAN KLEIN, A Community Lost: Urban Renewal and Displacement in San Francisco’s Western Addition
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